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It’s easy to spell words ending in –ing correctly — there are just 4 rules!
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Answer Key:

+ ing





– e + ing





ie(y + ing





x2 + ing 

walking
making
dying
shopping

trying
using

committing

learning
coming

hopping

studying
hoping

fitting

agreeing
liking

allowing

dressing


visiting

cooking

explaining

+ ing


			For most verbs, just add –ing to the base form of the verb.


					sleep – sleeping				talk – talking





x2 + ing


	If the last 3 letters of the base form are consonant-vowel-consonant and the stress is on the final (or only) syllable, double the final consonant and add –ing.


			split – splitting					stop – stopping





			admit – admitting			begin – beginning


				(Compare stress not on final syllable:  listen – listening)





	Do not double the final consonants -x, -w, or –y.


			fix – fixing				plow – plowing			obey – obeying





ie(y + ing


	If the base form ends in –ie, change the –ie to –y and add –ing.


			die – dying					tie – tying








– e + ing


	If the base form ends in a single -e, drop the -e and add –ing.


			live – living					write – writing








Practice:  Put the words in the appropriate columns.


walk				learn				hop				hope					like


die					commit				study				dress					visit


shop				make				come				fit						cook


try					use					agree				allow					explain





+ ing						– e + ing						ie(y + ing						x2 + ing


walking
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